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may not be avoided after it has once been incurred.   Abu

Yusuf himself severely condemns * any attempt to defraud
the public treasury.

It is not allowed, [he says], to one who believes in God and
the Last Day to refuse the sodoqah or to alienate his prop-
erty in favor of a group of people dividing it among them
in a way that the share each receives is too little to be sub-
ject to zakaty neither is it allowed for any cause or reason
to resort to cunning in order to annul (fatal) the sadaqah.

He further cites a report from 'Abdallah Ibn Mas'ud ac-
cording to which the person who refuses to pay his zakat
is not a Moslem and is not admitted to say prayers (la salat
lahii), and the hadtth of Abu Bakr: " If they should refuse
me a halter ({iqal) of what they used to give the Prophet as
zakat, I would indeed fight them when they refused it."

The Hanifite doctors have devised several ways in
which the payment of zakat may be lawfully avoided by
the property owner before it has as yet become due. Thus
if a person owning two hundred dirh&ms desires to escape
paying zakat on them, the method is to give away as alms
one oi the two hundred dirhatns just one day before the
year has run out in order that the nisab may be incomplete
at the end of the year. The same end is achieved if, instead
of giving that dirham as alms, he gives it as a present to his
minor son, or makes a present to him of the entire two
hundred dirhams, or spends them on his children.

Again if a person wants to give alms to a poor person by
giving up the claim he has on that poor person and to count
the same for his zakat dues, he may not do so, because it is
an established Hanifite principle that the zakat of a definite
article (fayn) may not be paid in terms of a claim (dayn),
neither may the zakat of a claim be paid in terms of a dif-
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